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San Francisco Bay Area 
Scandia Festival 2009 

February 13-15, 2009 
 

Swedish dance teachers 

Björn Fredriksson 

Ingegerd Vejvi 
 

accompanied by 

Pelle Björnlert 

Anders Svensson 
 

featured dance 

Östsvensk Slängpolska 
(Slängpolska from Eastern Sweden) 

 

The festival starts Friday evening, and continues all 
day Saturday and Sunday (ending at 5pm).  It is held at 
Hermann Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma, 
California. 
 

Slängpolska from Eastern Sweden (Östsvensk Släng-
polska) is a dance which appeals to dancers of all ex-
perience levels from beginners to those with many 
years of Scandinavian dance experience.  Beginners 
can enjoy the dance in its simplest form, with even 
steps and few figures.  Additional figures, combined 
with the use of uneven timing of steps and continued 
development of lead/follow skills, add depth for ex-
perienced dancers.  Resembling Telespringar and other 
European dances, this Slängpolska will appeal to danc-
ers not accustomed to turning dances. 
 

Dance teachers Björn Fredriksson and Ingegerd Vejvi 
both live in Småland.  In the early 1970s they worked 
with other researchers to reconstruct the Slängpolska 
danced today.  Björn and Ingegerd are the primary 
teachers for this dance in Sweden, and they have 
taught many workshops and courses there as well as 
here at Scandia Festival in 2004. 
 

Fiddle teacher Pelle Björnlert discovered the music of 

this area in the early 1970s through his teacher and 
playing companion Bengt Löfberg.  He has researched 
old tunes for the Slängpolska from his part of Öster-
götland, which borders Småland.  Pelle teaches every 
year at the Slängpolska course in Malexander as well 
as other events.  He can be heard on two CDs on the 
GIGA label (one is a solo CD).  Playing for dance is a 
high priority for Pelle, and dancing to Pelle's music is 
a delight. 
 

Fiddle teacher Anders Svensson started to play the fid-
dle at the age of six.  His father was a Riksspelman 
and both his grandfather and uncle played the fiddle.  
Anders first played before the Zorn jury at the age of 9 
years, one of the youngest ever to do so.  He became a 
Riksspelman in 1989 at the age of 26 years.  He has 
played in several folk music groups, and is currently a 
member in a group specializing in traditional music of 
Småland.  
 

The weekend package includes: 
• Dance Workshops Saturday and Sunday. 
• Fiddle Workshops Saturday and Sunday. 
• Dance Parties Friday and Saturday (open to all) 

(no Sunday party this year) 
• Saturday and Sunday lunch. 
 

Dancers 
Participation at dance workshops is by pre-registration 
only.  We will try to keep a good balance of men and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Northern California Spelmanslag News  

is published quarterly.   
The NCS News is also online at: 

<www.norcalspelmanslag.org> 
 
Deadline for next issue:  January 20, 2009 
Send articles, calendar information, and comments to: 
Marie Kay Hansen, editor NCS News,  
(209)836-5494, <briza1@comcast.net>, or  
15564 Rancho Ramon Dr., TRACY, CA, 95304-9754  
 
To update Web Page Calendar between issues,  
send information to: Jim Little, (650)323-2256 
560 Kingsley Ave, PALO ALTO, CA 94301-3224 
<james.little@sri.com> 
 
Address all other correspondence to: 
Northern California Spelmanslag 
560 Kingsley Ave, PALO ALTO, CA 94301-3224 

♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫ 

The Northern California Spelmanslag 

Our online address has changed! 
New address: <www.norcalspelmanslag.org>. 

 
Note:  This newsletter is available on the website.   
The calendar portion online is updated in between news-
letters.  Also, the calendar, for Special Events in Scandi-
navia is there. 

Past Workshops  
November 15 + 16, 2008 

with Lena Jonsson and Erlend Viken 
Kensington and Palo Alto, CA 

 
Tunes taught by Lena: 
1.   Hambo e.  Ulf Storlin 
2.   Marsch e.  Karl Lindblad, Hälsingland 
3.   Långdans för kärringarna e.  Nyckel Erik Olsson 
4.   Polska e.  Emil Olsson 
5.   Polska fr.  Älvdalen 
6.   Polska e.  Myr Hans Nilsson   
7.   Polska av Lena Jonsson, Tjäri 
 
Tunes taught by Erlend: 
1.   Springleik #1, e.  Leif Inge Schjolberg, e.   
  Pål Skogum , Vågå 
2.   Springleik #2, e.  Leif Inge Schjolberg, e.   
  Pål Skogum , Vågå 

women, and dance partners will be rotated frequently.  
Because the number of women dancers admitted is usu-
ally limited by the number of men who register, we ask 
men to register early.  The number of dancers is also 
limited due to the size of the dance floor. 
 
Send dance applications to Brooke Babcock (see appli-
cation, page 11).  Make checks payable to Scandia Fes-
tival.  You will be notified of your status (In or Wait 
list) with a map, schedule, and list of suggested motels 
in Petaluma. 
Contacts: Brooke Babcock,  (415) 334-3455,  
  <forbrooke@juno.com> 
 Nobi Kurotori,  (510) 441-8296,  
  <fornobi@gmail.com> 
 Jane Tripi and Frank Tripi,  (510) 654-3636, 
   <fjtripi@juno.com> 
 Mark Wegner and Mary Korn, (510) 527-9209, 
  <wegorn@sbcglobal.net> 
 
Fiddlers 
Part time registration is available for fiddlers.  Teach-
ing will be at the sonic and supersonic levels.  Please 
talk to Marie Kay Hansen about any special requests. 
Send fiddle applications to Marie Kay.  Make checks 
payable to Scandia Festival. 
Contact: Marie Kay Hansen, (209) 836-5494, 
 <briza1@comcast.net> (the 1 is a numeric one). 

(Continued from page 1) Scandia Festival, Petaluma 

Lena Jonsson  
photo by Carolyn Hunt 
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Interview with Jane Tripi and Frank Tripi 
By Meredith Bruce 

 
“Loafers!  Leather-soled loafers are some of the best and most easily attainable shoes for Scandinavian dances," say 
Frank and Jane Tripi, leaders of the very successful Oakland Scandinavian dance class.  The class has been meeting 
every Thursday evening for twelve years at The Nature Friends, one in a chain of hiking clubs around the world, in 
the Oakland hills.  "Loafers have the wide heel needed for stability in Scandinavian dancing, and a smooth, leather 
sole," Frank adds. 
 
While shoes may not be the first thing on their minds while teaching, the Tripi's feel shoes have an important place in 
giving a new dancer confidence and ease in dancing.  Frank and Jane have been teaching Scandinavian couple dances 
together for 22 years, but in their combined dance history, they have clocked 83 years on the dance floor! 
 
Frank began dancing in 1959, when two German girls "grabbed me by the arms and forced me to go to the Pasadena 
Folk Dance Co-op.  'You have to come!'  I was immediately hooked by the very first dance I learned, a Hungarian 
Czardas."  Frank soon learned there were many folk dance groups all over the L.A. area, including the Gandy Danc-
ers where Dean and Nancy Linscott had danced before moving to the Bay Area.  Eventually, Frank was invited to 
dance with several performing groups, Aman, Kitka, and a few other "put together" groups.  He helped create a Bal-
kan Folk dance Co-op in Los Angeles.  He led his own group in Turlock for 15 years-- out of which he directed a 
small exhibition group. 
 
In 1984, in Oakland, a friend invited him to a Scandia dance evening.  "I wasn't hooked right away, but I liked it.  It 
was fun.  And that is where I met Jane." 
 
Jane grew up in Petaluma, Ca.  Her first musical interest was the piano, then the accordion.  When she was twelve, 
she learned to play the accordion while attending her brothers' lessons.  Back at home, she would copy what she saw 
and heard.  Soon, she was taking lessons too, and continued to play through high school.  Today, she continues to 
perfect the technicalities of the accordion from her teacher, Lou Jacklich.  He helps her focus on the phrasing of a 
piece, so that it carries rhythm, emotion, and interest to make it work for dancing. 
 
Jane explains that, "Correctly phrased, a piece of music is easy to dance to and draws dancers onto the floor."  "From 
my fiddler friend, Sarah Kirton, I get further instruction about Scandinavian music."  Jane said, "I'm always in 
school!"  Together with Sarah and two other women, she belongs to a group called Nattergal that plays music for 
dances and other events. 
 
Jane discovered dancing in college.  "While I was at UC Berkeley, my first boy friend took me to dance clubs and 
taught me how to dance.  Since I was under age, I had to borrow an ID to get into some of these clubs."  Later, she 
took a ballroom dance class.  "An easy A," Jane laughs. 
 
In 1976, a friend insisted she go to the week-long Feather River Folkdance Camp led by Millie Von Konsky, after 
which Millie asked her to join her International folkdance class.  In l983, Jane's friend, Patrick Golden, invited her to 
the monthly Scandinavian dance party in Mill Valley.  "I liked the challenge of this form of dance, "she says. 
 
That summer, she attended the Mendocino Scandia Camp where Nancy Linscott told her, "Learn to teach."  Jane 
learned from the Linscotts.  At the time, Dean and Nancy Linscott were teaching at the Piedmont Ave. School, in 
Oakland.  Jane took Nancy’s words to heart and first taught with Paul Klembeck, then Nobi Kurotori, Al Bonnett, and 
finally Frank. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Boulder Spring 2009 Scandinavian 
Dance Workshop 

Springleik 
Tor Stallvik and Randi Stallvik, 

Dance Teachers 
Ivar Odnes and Øystein Rudi, 

Fiddlers 
March 27- 29, 2009 

 
Once again we have some truly excellent teachers and 
musicians, who are well known in the United States. 
The workshop runs from 7:00 on Friday through 4:30 
on Sunday, followed by a pot-luck and dance Sunday 
night.   
If you have enough time, plan on staying for our weekly 
Monday night dance.  The teachers may still be here. 
 
Cost is $110 per person -$135.   
Contact: Sheila Morris, <spmorris@ecentral.com>. 

♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫ 

 
The present Scandia dance class moved around the East 
Bay before it finally found a home at The Nature 
Friends. 
 
From a repertoire of about 90 dances, Frank and Jane 
select several dances that they teach throughout their 
nine month long class.  They teach three or four dances 
a month.  After the teaching each night, there is a dance 
program. 
 
The main teaching challenge for Frank is "to teach a 
beginner dancer how to ‘get’ the dance, and how to 
break habits that impair their dancing.  "He gives the 
example of the Hambo, where many dancers step for-
ward, then step back on the next two steps, instead of 
continuing steadily forward. 
 
Probably all who have attended this class have heard 
his two most familiar phrases, "Listen and dance to the 
music, listen and dance to the beat!" 
 
"When a new dancer gets a dance," says Jane, "it's a 
reward for both of us."  She says the challenge is to 
have them, "… reach a comfort level so they are able to 
relax into the dance."  She adds, "We want them see 
that they can dance to the music with a partner.  A 
dancer needs to be patient and to be aware of his or her 
partner.  It can take three years to get comfortable with 
this kind of dancing." 
 
"We have gone to a lot of workshops over the years," 
Frank says; and Jane adds, "We still take notes much of 
the time."  They have gone, and still go, to workshops 
and dance camps in Norway and Sweden, here at home 
in the Bay Area, as well as, the annual Scandia Dance 
Camp in Mendocino. 
 
In the 1980's, Jane and Frank went through the 
Uppdansning, or Medal Testing, in Sweden.  Frank 
earned his Small Silver Medal and Diploms, and Jane, 
her Big Silver Medal and Diploms.  During a very tense 
weekend, dancers must perform between three and six 
chosen dances in full costume (any costume from any 
country is acceptable), before three judges, while about 
200 experienced Scandinavian dancers look on. 
 
While Scandinavian dancing is not flashy, like the TV 
show, Dancing with the Stars, the same need for preci-

(Continued from page 3)  Jane and Frank by Meredith Bruce sion of step, balance with your partner, and awareness 
of the music is called for.  Since the man's and woman's 
steps are sometimes different, there is a kind of satisfac-
tion and delight in holding each other, and turning 
around the room, stepping in synchronization, for the 
brief few minutes of a dance.  Jane and Frank offer the 
possibility of this challenging and often pleasant experi-
ence to their students. 
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Scandiadans 
The dance class had a great  

Halloween dance! 

Hellen, Steve, Edith, Mark 

Jane 

Ingrid, Frank 

Lone, Steve 

Photos by Ingrid Schultheiss. 
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Scandia Camp Mendocino 
June 13-20, 2009 

 

Alix Cordray and Bjørn Ove Opheim 
with Eva Karlsson 

Dance and music of Finnskogen,  
Norway & Sweden  

 
Per Olof Pettersson and Els-Mari Frisk 

Anders Wedlund and  
Kjell-Erik Eriksson 

Special guest: Inger Karlholm  
Dance and music of Jämtland, Härjedalen & 

Ångermanland, Sweden 
 

Anita Anderson, Singing  
Loretta Kelley, Hardingfele  
Bruce Sagan, Nyckelharpa 
Peter Michaelsen, Allspel 

 
From Norway: 
Alix Cordray moved to Norway in 1975 and is an ac-
tive Norwegian dance instructor in Oslo.  She is in-
volved in the revival of ”short-3” dances from the bor-
der regions including the dances from the Finnskog 
area. 
 
Bjørn Ove Opheim grew up near the town of Voss in 
western Norway.  He started dancing and performing 
as a teenager.  In recent years, he and Alix have been 
on teaching and studying trips together in Norway,  
Sweden and the USA. 
 
Eva Karlsson is a popular and dynamic dance fiddler, 
focusing on music from the border region between 
Norway and Sweden.  Eva has studied the surviving 
films of Finnskogspols and helped revitalize this dance.   
 
From Sweden: 
Per Olof Pettersson has been dancing since 1977, con-
centrating on the dances of Jämtland, Härjadalen and 
Ångermanland that he learned from Göran and Inger 
Karholm.  He received his big silver in 1991.  Since 
1999 he has been an alternate judge for medal testing. 
 

 
Els-Mari Frisk has taught with Per Olof at many work-
shops in Sweden.  She is involved with the Polskadan-
skommite for Jämtland- Härjadalen.  Els-Mari received 
her big silver in 1997. 
 
Inger Karlholm, together with her husband Göran, con-
ducted extensive research on the dances of Jämtland 
and Härjedalen.  They published two books with dance 
descriptions for these areas.  Inger was awarded the 
gold medal from the committee for Polskmärke-
suppdansningen. 
 
Anders Wedlund is a fiddler whose focus is on playing 
for dancers.  He has provided music for the 
Polskmärkesuppdansningen since 2000.  Anders also 
plays two-row accordion. 
 
Kjell-Erik Eriksson comes from a musical family and 
began playing violin as a child, learning Lapp-Nils 
tunes ”in tradition.” He is a founding member of the 
folk/rock fusion groups Hoven Droven and Triakel.  
Kjell-Erik is a professional musician working as a per-
former and an educator. 
 
From the USA: 
Anita Anderson has been singing and teaching Scandi-
navian tunes since the mid-1980s.  She has studied with 
many of Scandinavia’s top singers.  Her repertoire in-
cludes dance tunes, ballads, lullabies, work songs, and 
special occasion tunes. 
 
Loretta Kelley is the foremost American performer on 
the hardingfele.  She has studied with some of Nor-
way’s top hardingfele players.  Her recordings and per-
formances have received critical acclaim both in the US  
and Norway. 
 
Peter Michaelsen is known for his fiddling, teaching 
and music leadership.  He was awarded a bronze medal 
at the Zorn competition.  His powerful style and broad 
repertoire inspire musicians and dancers alike. 
 
Bruce Sagan has been playing nyckelharpa since the 
early 1980s and has studied with some of the foremost 
players from Sweden.  He was awarded the Zorn Di-
ploma in Bronze for fiddle.   
 
We have space for 80 dancers and 20 musicians.  We 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Scandiadans 
Thursdays, in Oakland 

 
January 29th is a fifth Thursday and that means that 
Scandiadans will be having a live music party with Nat-
tergal.  There will be some reviews at 7PM and the live 
music will start as soon as all of the band members get 
here.  Because it is a live music night, there will be a 
slightly higher charge of $5 for the evening.   
 

Frank and Jane are very encouraging and helpful teach-
ers!  They have been teaching this class for many years.  
Come regularly!  Each week, one new dance is taught 
and old ones reviewed.  The cost is $3.00 per class. 
Thursdays, 7 - 10 pm.   
 
Oakland Nature Friends Center,  
3115 Butters Dr.,  Oakland, CA..   
 
Take Hwy 13 to Joaquin Miller Rd, go east (up the hill)
~ 1/2 mile, second right onto Butters Dr., go another 1/2 
mile.  On the right, look for post with 3115 on it (also 
“Scandiadans” sign).  Take driveway down to a large 
parking area.  Contact: Jane Tripi or  Frank Tripi at  
(510)654 -3636, <fjtripi@juno.com>. 

Scandinavian  
Dance Parties  
in Oakland 

 
Nature Friends Clubhouse 

The next two dances :   April 11th, and  
 May 9th, 2009. 
 
Usual Second Saturday schedule: 
Dance teaching: 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Dance with live music, 8:30  -11:00 pm 
Musicians encouraged to play in the allspel! 
 
Cost: $7.00.  For less than the price of a movie you can 
enjoy an evening of music and dance amongst new and 
old friends!  Feel free to bring snacks. 
 
Directions to 3115 Butters Dr., Oakland, CA, see 
“Scandiadans” column on this page.   
Contact:  Jane Tripi at (510)654-3636, 
<fjtripi@juno.com>,  or    Brooke Babcock  
 (415)334-3455, <forbroke@juno.com>. 

attempt to balance the number of male and female 
dancers, we encourage you to register immediately to 
reserve your place in camp. 
 
Fees: $730 per Dancer or Musician (discounted early 
 registration fee)  
$425 per Work Scholarship (8 available) 
$780 per Dancer or Musician (full fee) to be paid in 
full for registrations received after May 1, 2008. 
 
Deposits:  Send $250 per person with the application.  
If we receive more applicants than we can immediately 
accommodate, we will hold a drawing to determine 
waitlist positions.  Applications received after January 
15 will be processed in the order received.  To maxi-
mize your chance of being accepted immediately, send 
your deposit early. 
 
NOTE: Scandia Camp Mendocino is offering $50 reg-
istration discounts to all participants attending for the 
first time. 
 
Application forms are available on the website: 
<www.ScandiaCampMendocino.org>. 
Send your application with your $250 per person de-
posit made payable to:  Scandia Camp Mendocino, 
1320 Harleyford Road, Woodridge, IL 60517. 
Be sure to mail your balance due in time for us to re-

ceive it by May 1, 2009 to avoid paying the full fee 
of $780.00. 
Contact: 
Roo Lester (630) 985-7192 [Central Time] 
 Roo@ScandiaCamp.org 
Linda Gross (973) 783-1514 [Eastern Time] 
 Linda@ScandiaCamp.org 
Chris Gruber (562) 884-5763 [Pacific Time] 
 Chris@ScandiaCamp.org 
Fred Bialy (510)215-5974 
 Fred@ScandiaCamp.org 
website:  <www.ScandiaCampMendocino.org>. 

(Continued from page 6) Scandia Camp Mendocino 
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South Bay Monthly Dance 
“1st Saturday Dance” 
and Teaching Session 

 
Dance to be taught on Feb. 7th:  
Rättvik.     Next few dances:  
Mar. 7th,  Apr 4th. 
 
The teaching session is the hour 
before the dance party, from 
7:30-8:30.  Everyone is welcome!  It's also an opportu-
nity for teachers, experienced, and otherwise!  All mu-
sicians are welcome to play in the allspel or have your 
own set.  Talk to Jeanne to get a time slot. 
Our regular place is in Palo Alto at the  
First United Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Avenue. 
Contact: 
Jeanne or Henry,  (408)929-5602,  
 <jsawyer@SawyerPartnership.com> 
Linda or Jim (650)323-2256,  
 <james.little@sri.com>  
Sarah,  (650)968-3126 
 <sarah.kirton@sbcglobal.net> 
Sponsored by Nordic Footnotes, and Northern  
California Spelmanslag, non-profit organizations.   

American Scandinavian Music and Dance 
Internet Sites 

 
The Northern California Spelmanslag: 
 <www.norcalspelmanslag.org> 
Nordahl Grieg Leikarring og Spelemannslag 
 <http://www.ngls.net/> 
Sacramento, California Area  
 <http://www.folkdance.com/scandi/> 
Los Angeles area Scandinavian Dance & Music: 
 <http://www.dancin-fool.com/scandia.html> 
Portland Scandinavian dancing, Norske Runddansere,  
 Oregon: <http://www.norskerunddansere.org/> 
Seattle, The Skandia Folkdance Society  
 <www.skandia-folkdance.org/> 
Vancouver B.C., Scandinavian Dancers of Vancouver 
 <http://www.vcn.bc.ca/scandi/upcom.html> 
Austin Scandinavian Dancing. 
 <www.austinscandi.org>  
Twin Cities Nyckelharpalag 
 <http://nyckelharpalag.googlepages.com> 

Scandinavian Dance Class 
Sacramento 
Jan. 5—Feb. 23 

Scandinavian Folk Dancing is taught in the Sacramento 
area in short courses of five to six sessions each.  The 
current session runs Monday evenings from January 5, 
2009 through February 23, 2009.  No classes January 
19th or February 16th 
 
   Beginner dances and fundamentals: 7:00 - 8:00pm  
   Request dancing:  8:00 - 8:30pm  
   Intermediate/advanced: 8:30 - 9:30pm  
 
Cost is $36.00 for six classes, or $7.00 each with punch 
card .  On-line registration through the District at:  
 <http://www.arcadecreekrecreation.com/> 
 
Class is held at Hamilton Street Park Community Cen-
ter: 4855 Hamilton Street, Sacramento, CA 95841.   
Class is held under the auspices of the Arcade Creek 
Recreation & Park District.   
Contact: Brandi Marx, 
<bmarx@arcadecreekrecreation.com>. ,(916)482-8377, 
or Marida, (916) 358-2807, 
 <http://www.folkdance.com/scandi/>. 

Twin Cities Hardingfelelag 
 <http://www.tchardingfelelag.org> 
Chicagoland Scandinavian Dance 
 <http://members.aol.com/DancingRoo> 
Scandia D.C. 
 <http://users.erols.com/s526> 
Speledans: Boston's Scandinavian Dance Group: 
 <http://ecf-guest.mit.edu/~jc/Speledans.html> 
Scandia Camp Mendocino: 
 <www.ScandiaCampMendocino.org> 
Nordic Fiddles & Feet 
 <http://www.nordicfiddlesandfeet.org> 
The American Nyckelharpa Association: 
 <www.nyckelharpa.org> 
The Hardangar Fiddle Association of America: 
 <www.hfaa.org> 
Blue Rose, Karen Myers’s Scandinavian WebSite: 
 <www.bluerose.KarenLMyers.org> 
Listserv, Scandinavian “Scand Digest”: 
 <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scand/> 
Norsk, Ltd., Recorded music for both dancing and  
 listening. <http://www.norsk.us> 

♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫ 
♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫ 
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Calendar  Regular Events — Northern California 
 

 
Mondays Weekly Scandinavian Dance Class.  Six week sessions.  7 - 9:30pm.  Hamilton Street Park  
    Community Center, Hamilton Street, Sacramento, CA 95841.  Contact Marida Mar
    tin: (916)358-2807, or  : <http://www.folkdance.com/scandi/>. 
 
Tuesdays Weekly Weekly Scandinavian Session for Fiddlers and Nyckleharpers.  8 - 10:30pm at home 
    of Fred Bialy and Toby Blomé, 1925 Hudson Street, El Cerrito.  Now on Tuesdays, 
    most of the time.  Contact ahead of time for updated schedule of gatherings or to be 
    put on Fred's list .  Contact: Fred or Toby, (510)215- 5974, <bialy10@comcast.net>. 
 
Wednesday Weekly Nordahl Grieg Leikarring dance class and performance group.  Everyone welcome.  
    Masonic Hall, 980 Church St., Mountain View, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.  Contact: Anne  
    Huberman or Greg Goodhue: (408)259-9959, <goodhue@hotmail.com>, or see  
    <ngls.net>.  . 
 
Thursdays Weekly Scandiadans.  Teaching and open dancing, 7 - 10 pm, at Oakland Nature Friends,  
    3115 Butters Dr.,  Oakland, CA.  Hwy 13 to Joaquin Miller Rd, east (up the hill), sec
    ond right onto Butters Dr., go about 1/2 mile.  On the right, look for post with 3115 
    on it (also “Scandiadans” sign).  Take driveway down to a large parking area.   
    Contact: Jane Tripi or Frank Tripi at  (510)654-3636,  <fjtripi@juno.com>. 
 
Fridays Weekly Scandinavian Fiddle Class.  7:30 - 9:30 pm, often at Anita Siegel's, but location  
    varies.  Ask to be on class email list.  Contact: Jeanne Sawyer, (408)929-5602,  
    <jsawyer@SawyerPartnership.com>. 
 
1st, 3rd, 5th  Mondays Scandinavian Folk Dance Class.  Santa Cruz, 7:30 pm, Viking Hall, 240 Plymouth 
    (at Button), Santa Cruz.  Instruction in Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, and Finnish  
    folk dance by Ellen Moilanen.  $5/session.  Everyone welcome.   
    Contact: Ellen, (831)336 9972. 
 
1st Fridays Monthly Cultural Evenings in Santa Cruz.  Usually at Viking Hall, Plymouth, at Button St., 
    Santa Cruz.  Contact: Michael Block at (831)336-9972,or:     
    <sigdalkid@pcumail.com>.   
 
1st Saturdays Monthly Nordic Footnotes 1st Saturday Scandinavian Dance Party, 7:30 p.m.  -12:00.  The  
    dance includes a teaching session just before the dance party, from 7:30-8:30.  First 
    United Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto.  From Hamilton Ave., hall 
    is in bldg.  to right on 2nd floor.  Parking behind church, on street, or garage on Web
    ster.  Contact: Jeanne or Henry ,(408)929-5602, <jsawyer@SawyerPartnership.com>; 
    Sarah Kirton (650)968-3126,   <sarah.kirton@sbcglobal.net>,  
    Jim Little or Linda Persson, (650)323-2256,   <james.little@sri.com>. 
 
1st Sundays Monthly Nordahl Grieg Spelemannslag, 3 to 5pm, 1780 Begen Ave., Mountain View, CA  
    94040.  Interested attendees should call Bill Likens at (650)969-2080 to confirm  
    meeting dates. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Calendar, Special Events — Northern California 
 

 
February 13—15, 2009 Scandia Festival.  Petaluma, CA.  Slängpolska from Eastern Sweden (Östsvensk).  
Dance teachers Björn Fredriksson and Ingegerd Vejvi, Småland.  Fiddle teachers Pelle Björnlert and Anders Svens-
son.  Contacts:  Brooke Babcock, (415) 334-3455, <forbrooke@juno.com>, Nobi Kurotori, (510) 441-8296, 
<nobi@juno.com>, Jane Tripi and Frank Tripi, (510), 654-3636, <fjtripi@juno.com>, Mark Wegner and Mary 
Korn, (510) 527-9209, <wegorn@sbcglobal.net> 
 
Mar. 27 – 29  Camp Norge Folkedans Stevne.  Alta, CA.  Nordahl Grieg Leikarring og Spelemannslag present a 
weekend that focuses on Norwegian gammeldans & turdans, taught by Meg Laycock, one of the teachers of the 
Nordahl Grieg Leikarring.  Other dance instructors and musicians tba.  All dancers welcome, 
whether beginner or experienced.  Contact:  <ZMCorcoran@aol.com> . 
 
June 13—20  Scandia Camp Mendocino.  Alix Cordray with Eva Karlsson, Dance and 
music of Finnskogen, Norway & Sweden.  Per Olof Pettersson & Els-Mari Frisk with Anders 
Wedlund & Kjell-Erik Eriksson.  Special Guest: Inger Karlholm, Dance and music of 
Jämtland, Härjedalen & Ångermanland, Sweden.  Loretta Kelley, Harding-
fele.  Peter Michaelsen, Allspel.  Bruce Sagan, Nyckelharpa.   Artwork by  

Margaret Loomis 

 

2nd Sundays Monthly Traveling Dance Class.  Norwegian dance class meets 2 - 5 pm.  Usually at Bjørnson 
    Hall, 2258 MacArthur Blvd.  in Oakland.  Everyone welcome to attend.   
    Contact:Gudrun Tollefson at (510)638-6454, or Gerd Syrstad at (650)363-2743. 
 

2nd Sundays Monthly Barneleikkaring.  (Children's Norwegian Dance) classes, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, at Nordahl 
    Hall, 580 W.  Parr Ave., Los Gatos.  Both location and day may change, so call  
    ahead!  Contact: Ginny Hansen (408)745-1595.   
 
2nd Saturdays Quarterly Open Sessions for Fiddlers, at the home of Fred Bialy ~ 2 - 5 pm.  This is a practice 
    session for the Second Saturday Scandinavian Dance.  We meet at the home of Fred 
    Bialy, 1925 Hudson Street, El Cerrito.  Contact: Fred: (510)215 - 5974,   
    <bialy10@comcast.net>.  Call a few days ahead to confirm date, time and place. 
 

2nd Saturdays Quarterly Scandia 2nd Saturday Quarterly Dance.  Nature Friends in Oakland.  Cost: $7.   
    Musicians encouraged to play.  Dance teaching: 7:30 - 8:30 pm,  
    Dancing, 8:30  -11 pm.  Directions see Scandiadans above.  See page7 for dates. 
    Contact: Jane Tripi or Frank Tripi at (510)654-3636,  <fjtripi@juno.com>. 

(Continued from page 9) Regular Events—Northern California 

Calendar, Special Events — United States 
 
Jan 24 – 25, 2009 Hardanger fiddle workshop with Hauk Buen.  Eastern Massachusetts.  The Boston Spele-
mannslag sponsors a workshop with Hauk Buen for Hardanger fiddle players.  Contact: <http://www.hfaa.org>, 
Toby, <tobyweinberg@hotmail.com>,  or (315) 481-4353. 
 
Jan 29 -- Feb 1, 2009  Norwegian Ski/Dance Weekend.  Trollhaugen Lodge, Easton, Washington.  Cross 
country skiing and dancing in the Cascade Mountains presented by Leikarring of Leif Erikson Lodge #1, Sons of 
Norway.  Contact: <http://www.hfaa.org>, Nancy Morrison, (206) 362-8947 or, <weedsRus1@aol.com>. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Jan 30 -- Feb 1, 2009 13th Annual Scandinavian Ski/Dance Weekend.  Fairlee, Vermont.  Hardanger fiddle and 
dance learning sessions with guests from Norway, fiddler Kenneth DeGala from Kongsberg (Telemark/Buskerud) 
and dance teachers Karin Brennesvik and Kjetil Lindheim from Telemark. Swedish fiddle (and nyckelharpa) jams 
led by Stefhan .  Music for dance parties by Kenneth (Telemark/Numedal), Toby (Telemark) and Karin (Valdres and 
Hallingdal); Stefhan (Swedish).  Cross country and downhill skiing; ice skating, snow-shoeing (weather-permitting).  
Contact:  <tom@nordic-home.com> or <tobyweinberg@hotmail.com>, (315) 481-4353.  
 
Feb 19-21 Ingvar Sodal 75th Birthday Weekend, Boulder CO.  The Village Arts Coalition is planning a major 
birthday weekend for Ingvar Sodal, in Boulder, Colorado, and you are all cordially invited!  .  Please send an email 
to Melba to let us know you are coming by January 5, 2009 so that we can make ski reservations and find housing 
for as many as possible.  Let's celebrate together! 
Contact:  Melba Shepard: <melba@qadas.com>, or Village Arts Coalition: <http://www.villageartscoalition.org/> 
 
March 27- 29, 2009, Boulder Spring 2009 Scandinavian Dance Workshop.  
Springleik.  Dance Teachers: Tor Stallvik and Randi Stallvik.  Fiddlers: Ivar 
Odnes and Øystein Rudi.   
Contact: Sheila Morris, (303) 469-2484, <spmorris@ecentral.com> 
 
April 3 – 5 Norwegian Springleik Dance & Music Weekend.  Folklore Village,Dodgeville, WI 
Featuring springleik from Gudbrandsdal/Våga with dance teachers Tor Stallvik and Randi Stallvik and fiddlers Ivar 
Odnes and Øystein Rudi.  Contact: <www.folklorevillage.org>. 
 
April 16-18 Sven Ahlbäck, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.  Renowned fiddler, composer, teacher, 
and scholar.  Sven will hold two lectures and one workshop.  All three events are open to the public, free of charge.  
RSVP.  Contact: Benjamin Teitelbaum, <chainswede@aol.com> 
 
April 17-20, 2009 Springdans NW.  Hälsingland Dances.  Seabeck, Seattle area.  Dance instructors : Margareta 
Virtanen and Leif Virtanen.  Fiddlers Bengt Jonsson, and Hanna Tibell.   
Contact: <http://www.skandia-folkdance.org>. 
 
May 1-3 Spring Springar Spree.  N side of Washington, DC.  For dancers & fiddlers on May Day weekend.  
Three days of dancing and socializing, with reviews of favorite springars from Norway.  Contact:  Jenny Foster, <pi 
(at) xecu.net>. 
 
June 12, 13, 2009  10th Annual Nisswa-stämman, Minnesota.  Nisswa-stämman is a gathering of fiddlers,  
nyckelharpers, hardingfele players, accordionists, guitarists, vocalists, dancers, and general aficionados of Scandina-
vian folk music here in the "new world".  -Contact: <http://www.nisswastamman.org> 
 
Jun. 28 – July 4, 2009  Nordic Fiddles and Feet, New Hampshire.  The annual Fiddles and Feet camp moves 
to beautiful Camp Ogontz in New Hampshire.  Dances from Valdres, Norway (Tore Bolstad, hardingfele, Dag 
Hamre & Brit Berthelsen Totland, dance); and Western Dalarna, Sweden (Kalle Almlöf, fiddle; Britt Marie West-
holm & Bengt Mård, dance).  Also: Roo Lester & Larry Harding, Scandinavian dance basics; Loretta Kelley, 
hardingfele; Karin Code, gammaldans band, hardingfele, fiddle; nyckelharpa and singing, t.b.a.  Contact: 
<www.NordicFiddlesandFeet.org>, or: <fiddlesandfeet@bellsouth.net>; <www.campogontz.com>, (865)522-0515. 
 
July 16 – 19, 2009 HFAA Music and Dance Workshop.  Folklore Village, Dodgeville, Wisconsin.  The HFAA 
Annual Workshop of Hardanger fiddle music and dance, features the hardingfele and dance traditions of Telemark, 
Norway.  Kenneth De Gala from Kongsberg near Telemark will be our master Hardanger fiddle teacher, and Olav 
Sem from Heddal in Telemark will be our master dance teacher.  Contact:  <www.hfaa.org> . 

(Continued from page 10)  Calendar, US Special Events 
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Northern California Spelmanslag Mailing List Form 
 
Name ________________________________________ Home phone______________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ Other phone ______________ 
 
 _______________________________________ email ____________________ 
 
 _______________________________________  Musician ___ Dancer ___ Audience___ 
May we publish your name, address, and phone on a Spelmanslag roster? _____ 
Do you want to receive information ?: ___music workshops: Swedish ___ Norwegian___ Danish ___ Finnish___ 
 ___dance workshops: Swedish ___ Norwegian___ Danish ___ Finnish___ 
 ___dance parties; Swedish ___ Norwegian___ Danish ___ Finnish___ 
 ___concerts and performances: Swedish ___ Norwegian___ Danish ___ Finnish___ 
How are you able to help?  Are you willing to bring potluck snacks and refreshments to Spelmanslag events?  Are you willing 
to house out-of-town participants for Spelmanslag festivals, or entertain overseas visitors before or after a festival or camp? 
Are you willing to volunteer for various tasks to help organize or run Spelmanslag events  (making punch, set-up, clean-up, 
collecting admission, loaning/operating sound equipment, designing fliers, photocopying, playing for dances)? 
Are you willing to write an article, take photos, or draw illustrations for our newsletter?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Donation:   ___$15.00  ___$25.00  ___$50.00  ___other   
Send to:   Northern California Spelmanslag, 560 Kingsley Ave, PALO ALTO CA 94301-3224 
Donation is not necessary for membership. 
Your tax-deductible donation helps the Spelmanslag bring over instructors from Scandinavia, and covers the costs of publish-
ing and mailing fliers and newsletters.  Any amount you can contribute is greatly appreciated! 
See our web page at: <http://members.aol.com/jglittle/ncs.html> 

Northern California Spelmanslag 
A California Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation,  
560 Kingsley Ave,  
PALO ALTO CA 94301-3224 

FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 

 

 


